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B Lin Hang. Ecological Migrants Reclaiming the Forest: The Dilemma of Life
and Culture of the Ewenki Reindeer Herders in Aoluguya. Arctic Circle China

Forum 2019, Shanghai, 10-11 May, 2019.

In 2003 the Ewenki of Aoluguya, Inner Mongolia, were relocated to a
purpose-built settlement as “ecological migrants”, justified on the grounds of
environmental protection and social development. Although many Ewenki herders are
increasingly attracted to the lifestyleistioffered by regional centers of urbanization,
others interpreted the relocation as an attack on the traditional lifeworld, with a
number of the Ewenki moving back to the forest where they reside in five major
campsites. Together with the changing way of living and the increasing

importanceistriof tourism as a revenue source, indigenous cultural practices have
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declined, including shamanistic performances, traditional medicinal use, and
traditional dress, whereas the incidence of alcoholism has increased. Based on a study
of state land management policies and Ewenki herding practices, this paper traces the
relocation to examine how the Ewenki in Aoluguya find themselves in a liminal space,
where they are constantly treated as exceptional. Through this, this paper aims to
explore the boundaries between sedentarization and mobility, including the
interconnection between the forest-dwelling herders, their families in the settlement,
the regional government and the new tourism industry. It shall further probe into the
complex relationship between environmental change and adaptability of ethnic culture

in the pan-arctic region.

B Lin Hang. A Sinicised Religion Under Foreign Rule: Buddhism in the

Jurchen Jin Dynasty (1115 - 1234). Medieval History Journal, 2019, 22 (1) .

Buddhism in the Jurchen Jin (1115-234) dynasty has been regarded as a
peripheral phenomenon; as such, it remains largely overlooked by traditional
historiography. When placed into a broader context, however, both Buddhism under
Jin rule and the dynasty itself functioned as a significant link in the long chain of
Chinese cultural history. The Jin witnessed a crucial time period during which Chan
(Zen) Buddhism, later the most popular Buddhist school in China, gained dominance
and began its transmission of several major lines. Jin Buddhism also created a large
corpus of material culture, thereby providing invaluable primary sources for the study
of Buddhism in China. Based on an analysis of historical writings and archaeological
evidence, this article examines the development and various characteristics of
Buddhism during the Jin, its relationship with the Jurchen rulers and its influence on
the Jin society as a whole. To a large extent, the Jin was at least as important to the
development of Buddhism as the Southern Song (1127-276). Moreover, knowledge of
Jin Buddhism is indispensable to understanding the Jin culture which, in turn, is

essential to understanding the general development of the multifaceted cultural
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traditions in medieval China.
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